Basic Tools: InternetData: Resources for Economists



Resources For Economists on the Internet

The Resources for Economists (RFE) web site <rfe.wustl.edu/> is based at Washington University in St. Louis and is sponsored by the American Economic Association.  The brainchild of William Goffe, this site provides a very broad and extensive range of web sites that are helpful to economists. Of particular interest to econometricians is the data page, accessible from the main web page. The data page is clearly divided into categories:
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U.S. Macro and Regional Data
Other U.s. Data

World and Noi ata
Finance and Financial Markets

Journal Data and Program Archives




 
Each link leads to on the Data page leads to lists of data sources with links to each data set.  There are too many data sets to describe in any detail in this document, but here are a few of the highlights.  

From the US Macro and Regional Data link, one can go to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the St. Louis Federal Reserve Board (FRED), and the Economic Report of the President, all of which are described in the Basic Tools\Internet Data folder.  However, there are numerous other useful data sources, including the Bureau of Economic Analysis (which has international, regional, and industry data), the Congressional Budget Office (with data on federal spending), the Federal Budget (including detailed historical tables), and the NBER data library (which contains macro, industry, international, individual, hospital, patient, and miscellaneous data sets).


The Journal Data section includes data sets from articles in the following journals:
section describes sites that archive data and programs from economic journals.

· American Economic Review    

· Econometrica  

· Economic Journal Datasets Online   

· Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis Review   

· Journal of Applied Econometrics   

· Journal of Business and Economic Statistics   

· Journal of Money, Credit and Banking   

The RFE web site is likely to be maintained into the indefinite future, so it is a good resource for keeping up with the proliferation of on-line data sets.
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